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Document 2 

Confucius said, “Lead the people with governmental measures and regulate them with laws and 
punishment, and they will avoid wrongdoing but will have no sense of honor and shame.  Lead 
them with virtue and regulate them by the rules of propriety, and they will have a sense of 
shame and, moreover, set themselves right.”  [2:3] 

Chi K’ang asked Confucius about government, saying, “What do you think of killing the wicked 
and associating with the good?”  Confucius replied, “In your government what is the need of 
killing?  If you desire what is good, the people will be good.  The character of a ruler is like wind 
and that of the people is like grass.  In whatever direction the wind blows, the grass always 
bends.”  [12:19] 

Confucius said, “If a ruler sets himself right, he will be followed without his command.  If he does 
not set himself right, even his commands will not be obeyed.”  [13:6] 

SOURCE:  Excerpts from The Analects of Confucius. 

 
 
Q-2 --> Identify the characteristics of the ideal ruler, according to Confucius. 
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Document 1 

Yu Tzu [a disciple named Yu Jo] said, “Few of those who are filial sons and respectful brothers 
will show disrespect to superiors, and there has never been a man who is not disrespectful to 
superiors, and there has never been a man who is not disrespectful to superiors and yet creates 
disorder .Filial piety and brotherly respect are the root of humanity [ren].” 

SOURCE:  Analects of Confucius. 

 
 
Q-1 -->  What does Confucius mean by “filial piety?”  How does he say one should practice it? 
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2. What is the Dao? ___________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

3. According to Daoist, how can people gain happiness and peace? 
_____________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

4.  Why do Daoist try to accept all things that occur? _________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

5. How did Laozi believe rulers should govern? ____________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

DBQ: DAOISM



REGENTS PREP: CONFUCIANISM



_______________________________ It was a period of over 240 years that 
china was engulfed in a civil war.

_____________________________developed a philosophical system based on 
morals and ethics during the Warring-States Period. It emphasized respect and 
virtue.

___________________________power that is not in one group’s hand, but 
dispersed among many groups.

___________________________ loyalty and respect for your family. It also 
happens to be one of Confucius’ virtues.

______________________________________  was a period of over 240 years 
that china was engulfed in a civil war.

__________________________________ is a set of ideas about knowledge, 
ethics, truth, the nature and meaning of life.

Any person who passed the ________________________could get a job as a 
government official.

Warring-State period              Philosophy                                Confucius

Decentralization                     civil service exam                        filial piety
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